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arca to cover. It was tough going that day due to the jungle torrain
plus looking behind cach trce 2nd bush for thosc ysllow menkeys. e
didn't run into any Japs that ¢~y 2arnd set up for the night behind the
front lines which had advanced two or thrcc miles that day. The
following day wie still werc in rescrve following up giving 2id to the

front linc by carrying water and z2mmc up to thau. The next day we
filled in 2 gop in the front lines ond stayced with them from then on.
It was then that we sot up for ihe night on the cdge of a cliff, over-
looking an open ficld. GHyself and foxhole buddy were just starting

to dig & foxholc. I was getting my pack and riflc off, started to toko
a look at my riflc %o clecan anéd put a fow drops of oil in it for the
night. All of x su s ic exXplosi bout 5

from us. 21t s lct I los

control of myself,
and cround. What
znd the whirlpool

2 . . L
¢ bgchind tho ear

rdliesei oac i 2
hers loc:xcd
r c T Tive marin Wh
cre disging . o3 rcecogniticn, A& couple
cf strotcher Zecarcrs came up and the twe of us % were wounded were
taken dowm 13 2 jecp and evacucted te the beac spitel. On the wy
down wc stoprneod 2t 2 first 2id station. There v gnve us blood plasma
and workzd mostly on my foxhols buddy but he d 2 tes after we
vicre therc. An cmbulance jeep was walting 2 to thc
nospital on thc beack where we first land the beach
hespital the doctor put a stiteh in my head v ¢lothes
lere removed we Tound a piccc of shrapnel too. A
corpsman dreescd this other wound 2nd I w tent ward which
had been sct up for the wounded. For thr cm logs
of blocd but on the fourth d~y I got out und tc got
oy strongth vack. The wounds healed up T day in
the hospital I roiturned to my commany. A kad recached
4

"their objectives an
¥hen I loeated nmy

a camp.
v platoe as somo-

P
onc had come back from the beoct
+
U
D

ys! at the
oeach hospitzl., It wos evidently someonc know me very well

o

2nd had me mixed up with another maorine. The entire island was sccured
cxcept for o small porticn. at cnec ond of the island where the Army was
finishing the battle. A day or so after that I wms back with my outfit,

-~

w2 received word over the company rodio thnt 100 Japs broke through the
wrmy's line wnd {5 g R irad &upr tentg
| wnd o
=S battali
.
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nim. Ve got within a fow feect from him when he raiscd up and hauled
off with a grenade at us. It was a dud and didn't explode. We both
fired at him, scnding him back %o his zsncestors. e stayced at the
'beach there for 2 couple of days and then we got wor& that the island
was officially sccured. Wo than returned to our old camp arez ncar
the beach hospital. The bnttls fox Saipzn was over, new replocements
of marines were corming in to. taxe the places of marines
zction. Anocther island ta , cut our job wasn't donc yet
a few days rest, wz were scheduled to make another landing,

of TINIAN.

A
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"THE BATILE FOR TINIAMM

For sbout an hour or so there the islands were out of sight completely.
Aft much anxious waiting we arrived on the far side of Tinian. Our

new L+, called us together on top side and explained to us what we were

to do in the fake landing that we were to pull on the Japs. The higgins
boats were to pull up along side of the transports and we were to assimu-
late going up and down the carpo nets to give the appearance, if" the Jawvs
were watching us through field glasses, that troops were going in to make
an assault landing. Ve carried this a 1 through, and when the signal was
given the higgins boats headed for shore. In tne meantime, while all this
was happening, our destroyers were in close to the shore blasting all guns
at the island. It was like watching the whole landing operation from a
balcony seat, as our transports were close enough to give us & zood view
vet not in the range of fire. As we watched, the Japs were answering to
the destroyers guns, and this one particular destroyer was getting a barragc
of Jap coastal gun Tire. Y ou could see the shells landing all around the
i sending spouts of water in high columns where they landed 1n the
water. The Japs finally got ©

tie deobroyers ran~e, and one shell landed on
its fantail. The destroyer was on Tire, and o get out of their ranze of
gun fire, she »ulled out down the coast. Still smoke came from its Tantail,
but most likely the crew on board didn't lile the idea of the Japs scoring
a hit on them, and the destroyer swung around broadside and let all their
cuns go at the Japs. All the marines and sailors aboard out transpordt
yvelled and applauded l1ike you hear at a ball game when someone makes a home
run. By this time the higgins boats were in close‘to the shore, but some
of them never did get back to the transports, as the Japs put a barrage of
cun fire down when they wers within their range. While this fake landing
was going on, the 4th Division was landing on the other side of Tinian,
They sent in demolition men first who blasted an opening along the coral
cliffs for troops and tanks to get ashere, Our hisgins boats returned to
the ships and we pulled out again to await orders for our division to land

where the 4th Division went in., It was about 8 clock that nisht, the sun
had gone down, and it was dusk when the order over the public address system

1

blaired out %o prepare to disembark., VWe went all the way in to the shorse
in higgins boats, and when we set foot on shore the 4th division had met
their objective for the day, a half circle of about a mile of Tinian's
coast. We moved in and filled in a gap on the front lines. It was pitch
a ark by the time we arrived at that point, and we started to dig foxholes
for the night. "It took us hours to get below the earth's surface, as the
e

».;

igland was mostly of hard coral. There hads’t been any artillery Tfire
from the time we landed, so we gave up 4i ging our foxholes any deeper,
thinking that it wasn't necessary. Ve Sefxﬁed dovm to our shallow foxholes

the assurance that Tinian was going %o be a push over
It was around 1 o'clock that next morningc we all defin-
minds., The Japs opened up with artillery and mortar fire,

= B
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that wasn't busy. I was now out in the front line, as the reost of my
company moved back to take cover in shell holes, and the Japs and Karincs
were Tiring ovor the shell hole I was in. T told this other marine that

he should make a run for it, as he was bleeding a lot too. After he left

I took off all my ecqguipment and wiated for a chance te crawl back mysclf.

I waited till it was dark as I'd have a better chance than trying to drag
mysclf back in day light. The firing let up and it wes dark now and I
started out. I crawled on my hands and one knee, dragging my otheor lesg,
although I couldn't do much clsc, as my leg had gonc numb, A counle of
fcllas from my platoon saw me coming and yelled for mec to crawl over to
whore they were. When I got thore they reached out and pulled me in the
shell hole. There was a marine there from our platoon with a walkie talkic
and he radioed back for stretcher bearers to take me out. When they arrived
I was put on the stretcher and taken down to a jeep, which evacuated me to
“he beach hospital. This time I know that my fighting days were over, and

I was taken off the island by planc and evacuated to Saipan. There I stayed
for two days, & splint was put on my leg, and after they took x-rays and
found my leg brokcn, I was cvacuated again by planc to the Marshall Island,
I was there for four days resting up and then on another plane which took
me to Guadalcanal Naval Hospital. They set my leg and put me in a plaster
cast and two weccks later an Army ship arrived and I vms taken back to the
United States. When we docked in San Francisco, a band played for ue
we were taken off the ship and put in swaiting ambulances. Iy firsk
hospital in thce States was Oakland Javel Hospital. As soon as 1 Ve
assigned to a ward, I asked for a psncil and paper, and I wrote out'a
telegram to liothor and Dad. Tho next day I received an answer from them
saying that thoy wero over joyed with the news of my return to this country.
The Elizabeth Journal carried the story of what havpcned to me these last

fow months. An o0ld school friend of minc by the nams of Helcn ScharfT,

vho was in the WAVES was stationcd at that time in the Oskland Naval Supply
Base, and rcad of my being in Oakland Hosnital, Helen contaced me and for
the thrce months that I was there in Califormia, she and another VIAVE, Jane
Snider, visited me twice or more a week, I shall alwavs be indebted to thom
for making the road to rccovery an casy cnc for me. The Navy Department put
out an order which stated that anyone wounded overscas would be sent to a
hospital ncar their home. I was transforred on Thanksgiving Day from the
West Coast therc to the St. Albans Naval Hospital, Long Island, New York.
Since then I'vs come a long way in recovery, from wheclchair to erutches, a
cane for awhile, %ill now whore I am going around unzided, I was thon trans-
forred to the Sca Gate Convalescent Hospital on Conecy Island, New York, where
a rehabilitation program is givon to further our nroercss of rccovery. A
medical discharge awaits mo, =2nd after three years and these remaining months
in the Marine Corps, I shall roturn to civilan 1life, knowing that I gave for
the peace the world now cn joys.

- THE END -
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