
.:.).,

.3)' Pfc. R:sso-r-i J. ihlsc-v,
;T C '.: a p
\J.U.l'lrv.:1.

i'L vlas about -iI o!clocl.:, birc ne:rt rncrninE -.Tas D-,ia1', anal usuelLy ncst
oi'us',uould c:eep o:: r.re slde.rs tel.o;;';l':e l:a:ai'i-,'is ;ic g::i; ;o 3et
e iccon'i; ;i;i::s sIe.:i. .'e aIi -..'ere ::rii;:ci as ','ic l.:ic'.'r SaiD,::: ','iasnt -t

--- -,-:1,,..v ri -, :.:i.r;. -.--I..jr i}c:.. ;'; ;L\:i1'or.r. fl:.er ,;z::ral cr::l:iel:t s:u::iei , tiic
s:il-ors s;e:iiii:. ;c :..':::. t::.cii' si:.:icrs. 'iii1c:l '.'i: :::lrl:ia's sci';:'cicd be -
lotr. Leicr I :ni :i1' cutl.-ly oycr:i.i3rr rr s{t j-lcl: sa:,' a Jap piir:o -"as
ci.::rtn.i ."'^r1 rr- ! ri-..'< -3.-.-' .'c "..! ='-i; -*!1 -. :,a'j .--:-'-.: t:-]::: -i "J'Ja|;.!-J-:UU*, aULri:J , i.r.::.J :a-1.1 ii, ruJ Jr:uJ--L!-

,ie c':ne our oil 1:cl- -:l:,lii:. siter ;he all ciei:' anc cl ii.;.",b,3!i o;r o;:e of
ihe ir:,ieIas tc see -i".'le ccr-rl,.l r-trcr i:rc i"sia::,1 . .i1l- oi'i sudi.el thei':
',';3s r blg rc:i r;J.a:* ri.i::criy in iio:rr ci'our saip, :l:'i,,'lc i:tc','i -'hen
that ihe tach f'oi.ce -.ras al-:',3ad:.. ihere blasiing hcil ;r-ib of S:ipali. 'i<+
zatched the g.-::'e a::i exrcisie':.: ior e cc'.r.iie of 1,.,,r:rs ayi.'5;,-'1i ',','s ie-
ci,:red. ic cla'r'li urrc.;l a -i::;ins ;ca c for a f e-:'i horrs s-r--Jl). C.:.'1',' i';as
c.^:.):'Jar! *'i: 6 ..rlr'1 n^ - j)--l .:r rarph.- rrirf r-^r-r :::r'r -'r'1 -. i..rCo. -r; -i"r ^rrr-
Jv.r:-*i: ; U J ,J L^*--- -.-__--::-..- L]:tU ','Ja -' LCr: -'J+J -r:\? la+i-r--1 g:, i-

ir:i.:r; as il:.e ir:icilci:r-lit ;!iecic; cu? stor-.aclls'iia:;ri: hci.-o;l l'eeIi::3.
-.iit.:r 1ri:::1;i:: .' a. cr:'t :l ccii;c i -,';er1" fc',',:: io oLrr c,):ti,r.i:t',:i..'.:t i-o 3et
n;r iac-.- an: i;-ri:' :::..17. 'l-c 3C::rtl:crt '.i'e !::i ic :.:'.-.: .'ii -.;]: -: -.,':s

::.3]j:::. ;J .i:1,-'l r-..1 :; ::.:.1-.: 4 *aCK*.C-he fU': i- I i.:" ll er1i.S eSiSll-::l :C -.'.'g

fui Li oI1 . :;4.-:i]i3 -.i.c :;',;:.;1^,r i;llii3i iiia.: ;ei J i,.cf g l-:-DQ iS rbl s i.3 i:-c-"C
fij.--:1 --;.-- .l-..-.,- -,,',--.:. ---.*-.: l-..:.-.- +:-, -,-.-.-:Vf: Iilar:'J,Jlrv. ! rjL{e.trl ar L.:,1,' Ji-:',.: '.-1 , ;Jiii: w :,j;:ir-Jl,l ,l_tr'.J lrU'-- .: I ir! (: !;r * j-

pr:bJ- j c a,lctrc,;: s-.,s-t.::.1 :: r:i:ri'.1 :::ic or-r: i-1aii r tr.:Li: t{Lt;--:S -:i::-:,?f TO

lfSil'1B,iPJ{:! . ";i t,l i:.:c:t s ;:-;-i. zl: . :','3 matr:.,ici ;c ;.1.: , ill'.:r.:.a:. ia3 .s;i:lll
i:sss3gc-.T:ii's i: i:::.c;i.i.ck::.i to lllr 9ia*ric:5 l3i'',-lrs,:r.-.Lr:..1.::-r;. l,:r:-t.
JXriC us iitc '..'rrC ic ilr c!'?i 'ihc : i'1e , do'.n rhe c'r 1''.-r :lc'i ana j;:to li':
hor t - :l:o- ,rrrr !'i I an' o- '--: fu,rn lr:s, Sh:; CaC]-l i:.'31ie Clrwu u. rlr Jii' ;u' iii:;l.nS ICAI !.*--v{ J,.u;r

boate reni.cv()uscd 1:: 11 s:iCllL cir clc , ::i'1 i;.:e n :'rc i:eacic'j. fol shore. :'ig

al'l laughcL a:id jck:C cr thc -,';a; in, but beltind al] thosc iaui,:iinG
faecs,'.'ras eilothar f:ce, 1f3cc ihar'.';as -,, lrllti::.3 of rc::c, rr:r;'i:lg that
GcC 'i;oul.1 sr;-.r'..) -:rs :ilc i:rt :.i'';iic'; :i= -:: '..':i:-- -.'.':is ;c co:a, t::rsc ;1,:::i
d2'rs i -' ccrllit. .l-hci:r )riil:' r'l:,:;. in :'re tr:::.sicrrcd :c ',,':l+,cr cuil'Ices iihicil
',','r-rul-d citrilr uE 3cro5s ll:': ccr.:l ihe t su:'rounJcC -{:hc isl :::i. T}-esc 

"'l:1tcr'Lr:-r Stols i:l :;l'.ic-: ;l:::il-:-: tln::. :i :i,1,:rir: l-:r-'3r Ec h:-l i :i cu' :;L:icc::.
',,rr]^ in ^-- -,;..ui: v ::r u-:L, ..-r* r.l'' i :1 incrilc:. i:c'.,' :icsr cll us i.:lnt 1: :':7 ;:rich, cl-Ily
s'"iatcli:-t. o-i,rr ;.:.* s:-d,e -ro g'3r a j-t,cll i i thr: ai:r41,' ':r-;:'iicr:; :-sl:::e.
Cl,n :1 ..i--,. 1:/-..'.: .,..,i ,..-::.::,1Tti :.,!O.'"a r., j-.:. ,.,--ri i.:-) --,.1 :-iir:ar. *:-:,;1i:: llll::tr-:J-- r J--- r--L:*-. ! .-.1

:i,J^ h'l rq-r:i.r.r r-.l -,'',2, r* i.:..r 1-1,141r it.r'r I.:-i',li1i.1'..':3 -.O'CC f;fC f,CSU]-i\)r-rU , U:; D t,l.ia d!f t._rUii> J u 'J!l,i UUa9--. rQ I v)-1:

'r,rcops 3r'i'j orLr baitr:l-lc; 'r'.'aLr to bc thc r::t cf titc :ssuit trocps i::.. ,!sl
:li ;t':.'Li'l ag ;,ti, ';--:-.: .:ii f;;:;J-.:.1. ii.lt or.: fif -.' th !i-.c cil ,i, ::id ',';c '.':ilra
sc::rt iri ti:c-- '.yi"tv,rs :ir,:,ai .)i ril.,c. ,;l '.;:tcilr:l l;lrc -;',';c '.';J,1,'cs ;lhc:-1 ol us.
c::d. t:.,.::.ttl r:,i, ,-linoSji iO ,,; li,:: lr,::lCh, illCn iiiO .i,:ls Olcn*i uI, .,.:it,jr i:C::t.lr
":i'l i.rltill i::.' f i:c . I:c t.:.:tc'co:' ',:rC ',;N:. i:r lt..:ii :,:c,-r i;c tlte bt::ch elf C:{)'
scl I asl:ci iii; jlii,cr jusr.; iiot/ inuclt oi. ::i b.rcli ircai :'.'c iraC, -:nd hc sai.ci
:':l::i ,?)'i ;r':'i: ol .1..1 ::lli. -..'. :.)r l: :l-.-',..' l,e-i, -.; ':::'- 1,.,. :i.,''l:''. '.:'.-.,, I::',::
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on th-. beech bccairsl thc artili:r;,' f iro ';ras tco i'lu:v-v. lTell, thLs
l,ns t\c L:tst l.:r1l .rir i 1)Lrr ','i-:,-.'c i:u-:1.:.1 i'or thc bcicjr i b tor: spceC hittinS
tho coral- ro;i's ivcry rc';l::id -,:]!:1 , cnlir 1,s l;-lrch fcr.'.'ara ugain in ihc
smoothcr -iratcr. ,ic all ,,'ro.i'c d,l-,'m i:l thc tractor i:o:r i;oepi:tg 1o'r a.s a
st:'n1r bu'l lct night cone otll ',.I:.1;'. ,ir filr:lIl;' lLi; ihc bc:-:ch, -iltc front
of tirc i:'act':r I ircl:cd. :-::. uric li:', ':::C ii:cn tir; ri':c-bs dug inio ihc sand
and. ir6u conli fcci rl.r:.iio'-uiu l:n.lrr 7ou. l:lc drlrrcr stci,.pci thc tracrcr
ano o'.::'Lt. ;:lvc 'bli': ur.'ili io :o c..':l tite si,Lc. I:os:; iraeio:'s arc o-ui:-;
)rlgh, anC t:ilh aIl ':r.::' 1:r:cr:' :;::1 ::flcs ctc., thc j'':r1- scni us brcc doco
in tire sofi sen,.r, ]ihc:':.'-l:'i.n-s'.','crc llr:i.ir-,iug il ,'.;aiting to or:i:r:ize
and go ic th: frc:r Ij-ncs',,'iricii',','.r for.:rrq cu-u i:ic:'-,'iclo a cour:le hu:ruz'ed

1r:rrCs cesi thc airsirip. -,: c<,.ri:i scc *liil:l;,' si311 s h:.iiI-ner furtiter
Co:rn tho betch alri lr-ir L',. E:vl i.1c ordcr tc di,; l:i::ii-ric.it for thc rest
of orr pl-atcc,:r to eo:.nc in, as foi so.nc rce,scn ?c],.all tt -lith urtlf ',^r;.tvo tlf
iritctors. Ti.c.sa:ri -,vgs sof'u :rii'.;c tooL c-'li shcl,,:Is, t:.li otu -,],ic!:s i',r-:
startryi to d.ig fox;;.olcs. I nau minc dug, ancl cra',vicC -rio ir, whcn ihe
r:si of o'ur r;Iatoo:i,3i,lic i;L i:u cir Li. tol,l tl:cit:o iig i:: tr:o. 3u-i
i;li;tractols cf ill::.r -.itvc d.f'cr,.:riillct]'fj.ic, :rt.::: b:.r:r::.: ci fi;'a
hr-rl-c.l ii cn uc ar'j thcr:. ol:.s s:.oil- ll:i',l,:e snlck i-:; t-;.:,.-rd'lir oi ali- cf
us. if ier i.':; '.';as ,trci'r 1 loci: ;i cul r:i :ly i'cr:'icl-e ';o :'::r.i o,::.' i-;. :r'.ct
l':.,',:t l:::.c:'n;'in:; .;,.:'. t.j-:. :::::=:inJ t:i Lii?'ie*i;:a]:ir,:ic i;c l:]L- ".'jLl,

-,i-J:r1,'-, .rrJ uf L.-:-Jl .:^- JJ v vr --. , r'..-- -^j -.*

ii;urei hc :l;s-u bo :::.1 . C-.r:' L-u; -.'.'1s '::- I ::i t]it ieg- 3e,-i the oti:c::
icrir:.c.s ihat .1 lCnr'r; .::rv: i;:ilL-r ;o .1 i; ihcr:s:ivcs - l',.):-:ii: t';er: h:t in
tnc back, as -thcir 1.ritr c''-; i:- rili c-ltlt L1r. tj13i: 3!r):::.3:':s. Thcr. I i:ca:'i.
3 gI'c;.ir., cnc I or--'l::'--. rc l:::,-i :1.- :::.'.11;:c t:c-i*. iil :il -.::l:::! -; dcc.l ef icr:l-l-.
e..:..-:-.l].,'-...;,,-j.-..^.,'li,1,..:....,:i...,.,i
Uij:,j!::!U{-.-.:..]:..iJ:u!;,,.I1uL,!u-.l-i.:tj:.1!..JJqr.J\/UJ:..Ul]!J

for hinr. 'fh:s I ;ic, cu; :,.'i,.il: ,:uliin3 -ul'.; p:cir :i:l f ;loticc.l rtis :r:i
only hul; b1,- sor:lc 'clocrd-.' ilosn abLrvc l:is clbou. I c:;i;cr-1 for .: corpsiitl-,n,
anC. t=';;o oi' tl'.cr: caliic ull TiIliii : stictciic:' :rtu toc'.1 :11I; :::,'iay. I l:ar::.ci.
that ieicr, li:, ::-iq ou:' lt. ii:'l i:.i:c otl.ll.' uiii'trris i': ii.t c'.,r i;i:rtoo::
li.-i .r',rarr,i ..'-,i-1 :.,;r:r -. t\j.i-- ..-,,-.\*-,-: i:'r,^ i',-.- -.,:-..:r,: ,tl -.,-,-.. |.,i,-,11., r,7.r-,-rliq !iJUriJ -::.-rv ,.-:-ri U::-;5 ,r J- wru Jru-gv4 r.U- - ....q-r t

wc decio.:d it., gr'r do',ii'r :irc bc':c-i tlr iltc,:i-r'stlip:lij. ::l-'-ucr flnri tltc rcsi
of oix'conr'.ri-:.' . i:ig.>l.sscl:: ir','c';o:' i;l'.:i -.'.,r':s l.t:lc,:-'l .:ut, its:-lri;'.mi.';i'-rn
c:<plciii;,.3 i:: c'lif siJ ao','l eiiL i:.i;l , .]i'; .i -; J !-:':rc"i ci;,lf i)i i;li.rt, not r,'xlilj;in:
io 5ct hli ','i;i: a fl-3.i-'r- f1n5nrnt, ,r,-: hl'i L;onc <1uit-, : distaircc, YJhcn
',rc hclli inr- :';iisii-, ,:'i a:i t-.tt1i]:r.- sl':'r I , l:r'-i. ',.'-; :l: j'-u:l':ic tntc't
.-.].^r,'..i ..i i1^-. i,.r'l !,, )-,. ,-,r-r. h ''':. --- 1 ,r,-.. -,hrrr: -: rr,:-, I :.iL:iJUliirua.i :,Jf.r-L)I-1, ,.'-.r u-ll:: U;-r ;'-^'r .'i. -.i .;: iUUr--.-r :..-. : :-.ll t A'-:..

: Jan iras hir:,Li-:rg ln a pilJ-b.rr: sc;lc IO cr l5 it,. iil;lr: ,:f us. .?iih t"hri
thc J:r1: ca-nL.oui of titc, pill'i;o;l',;t't1: liLc; hiiis -lbo'.'': :::s hea0., ani irr his
Icft hcni'.'r:s a cuncii of palrcrs. I y:::i:.C'-l.r]*i l:t;r':'i.'J-.: olli; tcr iina.:r
oiccc ot- sh:'lpnei irii the rioo(i:jrr stock, ::::i:ing Li:.: iroLt jannc,l , :nd aftcr
n:t:1,'iutilc:l-ut,u:1;'.s, E3.vd itr,.iu:s b.:ing,.lccIcss;s riy:.Ii:,'r::crc. You
coul-ri scJ o illo:' niuri-:rcs tr.rln5 !g ie t t l:; i:' slni 'lii-l ;1 r ifl.rs 'uo ';ioii:
ioo. iust l:ir-,;r. jl r:irrin'. ,off icur: c3i::c .:l: . ;rui h,; or:ci';C i-;lo r:r:'.rinc3
tC -u^.];l -::l* Ji:t, r.r.3 iiil:Olr,- j.'. -. :,ll:i ':.:,.--i ::.--1,, i.,:..: -".-,;- i:i i'1:iii::- :.1

lifi'r :',.,'r t:.1':i:l.i' ,.:::1 I i:i.i::-,:,i il l.':,'.'I 'ii-' ;r .r.: 'cl' *,.l: i '.: :',' c:)c,r ,,i,):t,i or
vJr-rq11d"6 ;lnrincs'. I firiai-I:,' icr-',lci ott,: i:l ;;ocil cori.iii;ion io usc. .tc
Icf t th-lt pI rcc irn,j. ,.,lhilr.r ';r,.rIllil:1.: ,1,.t'.'in tlii 'o,--,:eli il \:L': l',-rti:ar ';lc nct
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a marine that saicl or:r' compeny was just across the airstrip, and
poiatcd to il,c di"rcciion..'.'c ccr:id frnd thcn. 'i'la starico across thc
opcn ai=stril , ard -b,:.'":r ir th,. nr'ldic of it, bulLais',rhitined past
'.is, nost lik;c}],. a ccuplc oi'sntpers uerc up in tae trees titat lincd.
ihc fioid. i;e ran:t nigr pori fcr all iic Tirrc',';orth, eitd after ial;iil5
cover i-n ihc irces on thc other siiie :vc fclt nole sa.fe. ,ic vlcrc gei;iing
closc to thc front ij.l,:s ilo'.'I as;rou coui+ hc,:.r ih: chaitcring of olr
raaerinc E,.rns ard r:-flc i:-r:. '.,111c',';c','Icr: iissin3'.inCcr thc trees:rc
ran inio hro Japs, onc';ith a 'aiic stilL s;uci: i:l::is sior:::cl'-, anC tl'c
cihcr c:tc h:cr. e'iici..nil:'bccn s;lci do';m by a i;Il:ls ilc';;Ls:l-nost cui i:r
hilf froi:: ihc bull;ts. .ic jusl }ocked ai;hr.i icr a seconci as i:Ic lrcf''j
cnxious tc gct',riil. or.:r cL)nren:r. is:'te tra.leici closcl to the lincs,
vre i:.et ;rouiccC il:,:.ircs ccilj.ng -!:eI:, cnc '',e1 !L:13 i.'lc c:hc:', and r'le acl-,1'.
'iheia xircrc our comlenlr'',rss'but tliey'.'rcrc ioo d:ieo ar:i shccl:od to an;"-
','ICr us. ilc ''icnt on anc af ter asi;ing a tltinber of n:r'i::c;, ',;: iinalll,'

.Iccated. our ccnlani. ani piatocr:. ?hc fi:'srthrL4l a;l;,'ci i:.s :si'-ed'u,:s
'.'Incrc i,r'es ih:s ieilr ficn:'.r .ila+.ccn,','I^s this c:.:e:-:l.l-:{.:'r::o'1 asi
s3-,'r so end. srl , and rt r'I:is sici::riag es ,,'ircn ,vou i;ci:l ,.t : i:icac ci
yotiis ccr.ng 'ic:C rlus all- icc rcsi of the co'-:fu.-r:orlr ;,',:.i cculCat t r-:k:
JU\(: JUI- I U,i-:aU ;-. J Vri-..6 :-i r'ii& \il{ -uJ-/ { u-r

.7' :l -r Srric ^,(-- lo s:'' I l'las scrrrci 'cr:'t, tiob:cI',- iuc i- ;::C:ricn lnd
.,., :,.:. - ..--r -r^ +,,. -- ---i^^.n -./l'.:d
LA -.fllal:F o.J:.l.Ju:il-- rlu!v lrvq :,Jra-r !.i:* ..-.; ',- j 

J,.* -----:;

:.1? ,-'li -hr -.-
,_-v v. .,-.s c.l::inE :'Lor.',', s!-1 ':!e sar u'u 't .: li'.lnsJ -.:::; :::i ouq, fc::-
aclcs. lic ::ok ci'f all ou:' .q.:lr, Ia;'rne i! e',r: 'Liic s-;.s cl 'rne loxhclcs,
:nci :l i:cuS:: :rcnt cf us i:ii e :.:cil r.ll .1:.;,-, ',,'c c'i-'.rr ci:,:'.;:r'l oi -: olcce cf
D-ril'Liins ('-r-',r of candl,') a;1,1 ar:::il :.'.'aicr. l::erc ',';:ts -j-.','L1 oi Lis to :: ic:-
jrclc :n,-i ;;: :l::d i-r; so ali'ln::'j *r, j::i on: i:itl -,,c;irl s- icl,' i'ol' i','io jio:jj's
',r'h:-lc ihc o:::ct' crlc i:cpi; ';i-ric:.. llat ni"gl'; I :ic.r: il.irk ':i.ihlr lls 3r
thc Jr:i:s sl ,r;, :.s trrc;,. th:'c'.rr al-1 t]:sir :rtiliai:. cn'1 -"ir:i:' hcavl. rnori:r
firc ei us, and Irii ncvcr forgct ih,,l sirolls ','.'itistliia tl:rcrtqli tac air,
sor'::c l:nCrng, onl1,, a fc'''l foct frcm us. Dr-rrr:re in: l'i,:Li a Jap qot
t"h:'or.:.,::: or:r l-ia:s scnl:to'.'r, an:i i?.n ii;:;.i z:lcu;i Lil cf us, :ild ','IC ',^rcro
lfrlic to firc ei nir.i is',,'c;:llgnt cf nii onc ci o'ur c-.'.'rt ncn. ',?e iis-ucncc
to irca:. oth:r::rariiics sjrot t'or hirn io h:ruli d.olrn',,irc line ano cvidcntly
hc ljot into clcali:ini'le &s;,rpi;. co',iLC h:ilr rifi; iil'c. ;11 ihar firsi
night f Ccnti b,:l-ii"-'i','rc cIcscC cur c:r'cs rc sIc:p as :l:c art:.1-Iary siloll-s
f:rcc. florn tl:c:li-i1.s l:cxi'.1s s.,'.'lkc. T..e ne--ii morni::.1 '.','o nui on our'l]e1r,
a:td st:::ica ;J ::i.','::,iicc ;c,,'::rC :r s-,'.r:,ri-^ :i"f. ili:: .',.:*.e::icc l;l',c n:-11s in
front ci us. i:ic r:n inic J:r: mic,rrnc S;rl.il ;ios.L,.l r:::t..:;::r; ir:.:icr in ii::
s'.lrofllp, hcl-ding us up most of thai ch1', whilc ouf nori::r ncn tr:cd to
liocl: thc:.: cr,r+.. T:t+, sccond night wc set up:r iinc r:-,i'dcfcnse along
t;:: s:,':nr. iic all ';rcndcrcd iio'.'r ;r':r,J 1;tt ihrcu3il tirc :;:,;3iiilj, bui cri.ng
so doq t-irci','ic lrt :.1 gc at iiiat, llno,.riug thlL tnc ncxt d.ey ucrC finC
-i '.r,'..)r. B'-r1.' i,h.: J:pC ,.,rcr,: ol.:ir::in;; tlling,s iOO , 3S TI: at,,Tok,l tire nCXt
d:i. ro f inC incm countcr:ttacl-:ing. Thcy canc at us through thc s'.'rarnp
in s::.:lI Cu,; r.l'.ri boa ts, r.'/iih ::.--.clli;rc ;'.u-ls :clix{:cd in ;;hc iront cf tltcm.
,i. :: :.1 'i i.a:,i I::i,- ol 11 .:f'r:;ll!r; i.:!i r-l! '.'Jt'..1i :::cl:if.: ,1 :It,..j (:varj l:',,' f l-'f t,
attct ii.it r:::n :n,-i riflc n:n in clt:'r,:crr. ',1 : cut llir:l i..;:i .'-rcli ii:::: .:).::7
epDcarcd frc,nr thc s'JJernp, and thc on.s i;i. only vrounC:d. ij.nishcd. thenr-
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sclvcs off :;:-th thcir o';rn hand. rycnadcs. frn noi surc but I think
vre spcnt anoihcr n:,*t thcrc a: thc slup. iic Eoi tirc';,icrd to norrc
out inic ihc s'irariip ::tci','lc sta::icC iitz'cr:ri: ii, goin6 u-n io c''-:r'liai.sts
i:: nuck an; ',;aicr. '.1t goi io ;;rc oih,::' siCc',riihcut llrrng a sl:.oi oi'
a shoi lircj. et us. ,ic pr sscd a ,ecs:rtcC flr:l hcusc, tho only occu-
psnis;rcrc i\c chi;i..cns anC ,qoais ;rat'.'.'andclcC t:: a:l'l cul ci thc hcusc
as ir' it'lrcr; a oa:l1 . ;.drr.rncii.._: fr:rtircr on,':[a passci. -,"]:rcuan x su,::.r
canc field a:ru ca-ri:,3 cut i:ltJ ii:':r op:n -;t!rar.::;:ctiicr ii.il1 ii.cusc stocd'
Thcrc.I:]ring nc:':i io ihi rlor-x'-'i-ls e aca,i. J:rp scliicr, problbli'dc:.i. icr
a ccunle oi,J.irys ii'on c'.:r:.i:rill-.3ry and ncrtrr firc, :'ic st:rtcC tc ir
passci thc housc l'rl.ci:: 'ouilet'.,:hini-rco casscd us. i'ii l:1 t ;hc dccr: o:::
l'nitcd for a fctr ninutcs. iirc:i,qci-ii::G upr .,'l ran i'cr:li',rc','IJrc
'iicrth icrcss inc o--r'::r llzlc inl:c:.ncihor c:tch ci sur?1'cln:. Sic'.';i-
:.nd cauticu-c1 ji :yc clnbcd thrcu;a ih: su.[ar flc]-d in : si:irnr:ii 1i:r,
ccntiaE tc alr-rt:cr .or)en fj-cl-d. ,,r:lcrc l;robirbl;' :'rcr: c1:::ricd scr:: l:ircl ol
I'ceci::bl-c. 'lc rnn scrcss rlir s ccrti:rg ro rhc i.iEC cf h j-li sCLr -.,riic:L

Ialcr,.'irs cLiled si-,ilpilci hill-. Thcrc cnbcCcd ir il:c:il1-'',':s i nit.
nf e.^m .1 F. i l-r,..ri -x-.nl- .,,1i lli i i:-i,' siii,l} iars ..::i int_r i; r::ar,'J-:rJ JLir ,' 

l vL -,_-

a sn:ll iiou;r :nd. -,;:ic:':;cii sicc.,c :rcrr b..,.. ',ic aiso l--,',in.i an lb?nio:::;.
T-- -in'j ^:^^,,! ? ^q 

.i --^^n- ,r't,: ..i -+i-- n1^n.-. --'l::,ri. -,.,'i_.:: : ii;;iCr:: -ur'4u u vr. .t .-^t J r/:. ) o: !,'Jl-:;) arl:Jr:! .

gr"t,a ap;l.c ::ia fci,:i.C =o*a-,'rr,.a,a,=. ,'ic s:.t c;i 1;::c s:. j,: --i ',h s hitl- t:3sr-
i.: r;,,ji r'-:-" -,:ir: ) '.1 :' .<.::iir-ri r-id f h|lf Ci Cl-iar.- -.'..- -.'.':;.:.1 l':CI:. CU"].

T . r --vi-r uv:;:- . ! ,.. u.-'J t:,JiL.,j1-,::..: iOOlf l,rl 'C:,C.: t,: l.l-,, . I::::' :l . i,l^.', :: ? g i].lC -]-l-:t
','JC s:-,I of h,-,:. A: t::' en ho'u:' ,:i r;st ',,.'c sirl';li u: :.ji- ::ri1 !essini, 3
dcl'l i:l gi:.'i of cilour 15;'c:il oIi-, tlL-';.'ir'j't':t'-r l:,:i'.:u::'riI)-,:r;,' ji:e
c o *)rdD rrilui.'i-.ji--. uvicci]co cf bIo;,,:r-,.rp t3.iti] 3Id s-Lcncs:lri:Itrr-rn,l. ncr. lic
ad.vaic:C. to ;irc lol of iiie ,ril,-, ,g:trr:r1 s:-il:':ri :: ii:n :t::.c-u.iiCi lii ::
cvcrlccitj::n rhc .lt-ir '.ric ','r.--;rc j:.. lt--i ::iii:r ,';a GL: i :c:::^oius :lc:.9 ;:.c
c<i3c on ihc athc'r sid.c of -,hc i:i-L1 . ,ie siili:.,i thclc :,-; ii:-s s1;cl icr
for:r d.c,7s, ;;riting fcr tl:c 4tl: Dr','ision to sr;ir-nE iroun'i and join oi.r
Iinc. E.rcr.'; ilignt',,;c youJi usc gen3dos to trrcu ovc:' thc s:.dc of ihc
hlll ai :icis:s il^.:i .sc',raCcd likt Jers ei.:i'.',,iin{ '!lr-1 i'it1 le. Oac nr;i:r :
T^.. +-i -^ + . -- ! -. 1.-.r.,^;, ^,:-. I .I:: :.:cu: i.c;. ic:i.:cl ;s _tc;;:: _icn :,;::;I.:v((U vl rU'+ U J iiu v u-i UJ..-l JU il-

i t'rgs, o:'il;i is. bc cur cc';rn'oy: ccrr:ot:rl- fi.cn or-u'pieiocn. Tltc ccriorii
iclC us:,:ic:c:.r di_,. tiri l:"c s:..,,r ihc J:.r: cr'-:'.'rl-ii,': up cn iir:1: fc:;hcIc
1.rj'1ila onc a*- otr l'i:ircs lit un il:r':,r'cl in frcnr of us. :ic ric];.-i u...
nin i-rl anC fir:i thc;,lhol: n:r.gizinc of :r..mrilti;ioit,:lt hi-n, the J:p icil,
lij s,':1 i:r -l-':i;: Inrli sir. 't-lt roi.c. rl--:rf s :11-". -,'l: iin::il-,. icc:itcC
r1"r.l ..rc i.1 :-.. ^. 1' :r- ,.r,- -.-.-n .- i --; ,- -^ . .;...--a.-i invrqL/rg !u 1.-.rrr u! rJu iju*L _..{ s-j. ae-_.J LJ.,tt,,u Li(g. iru _!\-:-u-.i :-I

coLt;:ruis, ce'l:1 ru:n aboui 5 ft. erl.rt flom onc enother. ,'ts 1,,/c..yaliicd
alolg'ri3 I:.ssed. Jip lrtillcry ::uns thir,i',,lci.c l:nockerl out b-v n:v:,il gun
i'irc, ':s iri,, siicl-l ,'iolcs dccp .:is l-C to -3 f i. ',ycrc :l-1. ct.:r il:::*; :i',::'.
Goill,_q on f'urtircr',rc c'jnc upon.] ccc<;ntit i:ror.r,l'.'lhcrc enotircr batt:Iicn
vi.f S s:i*uin1 r-iF foi' 'cllC tij.,-:ht. ,.rC ir:SsC,f 'cltCn: :::C '.'.'Cnt cO';rn : l-iitIC
ulys','rhcrc:r,: sci up rnC Cug in for thc niqlii. 'fhc frcn-i linos no';r
l.YCrrJ i: r'':.r':'Lni11';i. .tl.r,ls in frcnt of us bui',yi'kcpt','i:rehcs all ai;h1;

L':.- . .-. 1'r'J.- l, ,.:--.- .'.;' :-t t: .. --,- rii . -:.;,; l.: r -.,..; ! -. r ,; i.-i,:. iij

t;'t,:'ri i:': .;:'J :'.r) L:i ':ll':ri'., ;1.,-t:.c.:.1 ir,l .lr:.: .::-:..i ;i ,-;.s. ?lt*r l-._::.-I
norning vlc startcd oui a pl.,ioon rr L rirrrc, arc cach 1:iatoon hld its
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arca to covor. It';I3s tough gc,in6 that day duc to thc iulglc tcrrain
plus looki.ng behinrl cach trce a:rd. bush for those I'e}low mcnkeys. i/c
didn't run into an,'Japs that Cry lni sct up for thc nrght bchind thc
front lines uirlch heo aovairced cwo or tl"rcc niles thai day. ?hc
follo'uring da1. '.'v" siili','rerc ln rc.scrve follo';iing up giving aj.o to thc
front linc by c3ir:.rri1g'/r:ier ar:a er;;.;o up ic thcn. Tee nexr Cay';lc
fill-cd. i:: a E:p in birc fuont lircs r:rd sta;'cd';nth thsnr frcn thcn on.
f.t wes thcn il:at we sci up for tl.re nirzht cn rnc cdge of a cl-iff , oYCr'-
looking sn oijcn f icld. i.lysclf :;:c foxrole buidy 'rrere iust startirg
to Cig a fo:.;c1c. I',,JES gctir:6 nir p:ci; rnd. rii'l-o off, ste:'lc<i io t':ko
a look lt ny rifl-c ic cicen:nd iur'r icu arcps or'oil i.n it fci thc
right. lI1 of i suCacn thcrc r:s a tcrriiic cxrl oston aboui 5 fi.
iror, us. I f:it so::thirg hrt ;r: bc;li:rC n3- Lcft car, :ld I lost all
conirol of nlisclf , iikc bcing i:i : ;nirlpool cf sor:c i:in3, .troi::s :t:ur:
and around. ,ihat h:.ppcnri ir3s I :rcriar sncll hii cn)-y a f :'.',' fcci 3-.'I'-.;

end thc rhirlpooi fccling i aoi','.ts thc ccncussion. Thc +"hi:rg riut hi-:
-- hohi-d th^ rn- r,nc . crn''l '1 -..:,-,^t rrf ehra-.ncl i r..a,i. tO :-'r iCCi e:-:
f:u::.d nyscLf blc'c-.:i6 )-:.;:i : p :.,g. ..,r' fo:i:io).c 1,.:'-:;' i:;,- ::c:i-- -ul ;;c ,

::oJ-dieg his stonaci, ;'ihieh'ir:rs coyerci';riih bl-ooc a::C hc I:;,'::.crr to r::
':id kcD-, s:yine, "Oh, i':;,,- G:l , I tn i:li i:r -uirc Si--t:i1 clt'r . I nc-,'l stelicd
-.o fccl irc:]r :ni e ccu:l o cf ill-l-:s licn c'ur pi:i;oo:l cr:lc i.l: us .:lli
l:li :: i: l:-. l:-.'.:- ...';-- - ::-:'.- :::-::.:t: :-:.- :::::-. -- ::'-'-:'.: :l :::;s::.:l
: -i;:c uD a:rt: f -:ti s:::d 'O::tli;:il; us r'.'.,O ira;l-C ;l:l o ilt ?:S iCC.::i -.,ri.elC ;i:C
not'tar shcii eit. rt rarci.cd. s:::ci,; i::. ihc nidole cf fivc n:ri:rcs v,'ho
;;Ci'c dirgi-nE .. io:t:::lc, t)-c-,';i :i: tliC: 3t)tt'I 3i;:6;6 rccog::iiio;:, .1- couiic
cf sirclciicr' 3caic:e cru:r,J uD ::.i rhc i,:rc cf r.rs i;..:l ! :'.'trrc '.'.,c'.liee ',';cr:
t,rkcn d.o','n t: : jccp ano cv:cu:- rci tc ini bo.rci: .:cs;i-i:I . Cn -uilc ',',:-r.j,

dc'.,n:. ','tc stoj:f .-:i. :.t : f rrst :li st:tion. Tr.ci.c +-hc;' ,..(:vc us br ocd pI:sn:
ard'*ork.:d ncstly cn mli foxhoLtr'cuoay biit irc dici r fc'.'; nli:utcs iftcruJo
:.?cre therc. A:l:nbuiancc jccp '',.us r,,raitrng:nd f i';:s tikcn ao'.':r io thc
bospitll oa thc ce:cl uhctc 'ric f lrst l-:indcd 15 dnj-s igo. At the bcach
hcspitai thc Cocxor pur l strich i:: ::;r i:c:.ci',',"cu:li :::C :.ftcr ::.J' clcihcs
:rc.rc rcnove.C;';c ic,.lnc. r: piccc cr's::l:pncl ;r:zcd n;'iclt rrn tco. .i
coipsnal drcsscd tcis o;hcr.'lic;-:rd. rrd I','.'as cariicd ic 1 -ucrit',','.rC I.'Jhtch
ltad. bcce sct r:..r for ih: ',,tcu:rcci. For ,Lr"" d:ir,'s I icl-: ','rcli: ircil }oss
of'blocd. bui on ihc ior.u.rh r1^:;- i Ect out oi b.;o:.::r -.',':1k.s,1. a?ouni .-c qct
=7- strcngth baci:. Tnc'irouiCs r-crlcd up f:st cnd :ftcr ihe 6th ollr in
ine i:.cslit:1 I rci'.:nco. tc n'.',rc:''1nl'. --tl',i:c lrlj.lnc outli-.,s i::c rc:chcd
!::c j.r ob;ectivcs :::i haci r.ct'.;r:lc.f rc t;. : cc::ch ::rc: :n<i scr '.ic ct1:p.
'l'rten I }ccricd. ny pilioon thc lcll'rs r/,'cre sllr!:isci ic sce ne, as sonc-
cnc hed eonc b::er: frcm ihc bc:cr;'.'iin thc ic'.'rs *uhf.t I h:ld,Lied at thc
bt)ach hospit:I. It wls cviCcr, lI;r -<oinconc tlt:lt ,1 i<i;it i h.o','; nc vcry '.,icll
:nd hrC nic rnixcd up';lith anothcl rn:rine. ?iro cntire isllrd. ',,.c.s sccut'cd
cxccpt for : sn:L'l porticn.3r cnc ,:ni of thc isLL:,rl 'r;ncrc thc .1"rny lr:ls
i'inisliing thc battle. A d:y or so eftcr ihat I'.,,8S bsci: wiih ny outfit,
:'tc rccci';ed r'.'or.C o',,3r thc con"llrxal/ r:Cic th:: L lCl J: p.s brokc ttroriqh iiic
.'1,-r'tr7t 5 'l .i-;'i,] r11,i i:r;.; tI']:,i:C l.i' ;-.. ,;: p::::r:l ul-. c'.Lr 1;;:::r;s ,.r-.,-i r]:lt, :f i,:l-
;'-i-'cl.r '.';c rocl: i:: truc:.s ',o ihi_ i:'l.i.i l,-i:ti:: :: t -ui:c ,_t...,1 .Li 1:l:..: i lri-:iiC . T'l.rc

-Trps h:d pullcd. a good.:tt:clt ll-r rlg,ht, cs: b:tt:lliorr of soldicrs r,.rcrc
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pushcd bach qultc a '.reirs'ancI sc::i'; h:.i. to rctrcat :nto thc oceel, Thcy-
'.vclo ricl::d up i:tc,'f:cn coi'ai l:cfs t1:':t ihc;'h',ii s'"JlJ:: to b)'sn::i1
n:'.nl crafts that l,r:rc lratrolini: th:i nrcr. ,'ihcn we al':'ived it thc spot
'.'lhcrc ihe ,faps brol:i tlrrough, 'r':,3 or(1cizcd, rnaking e sl:irnish linc, 'rith
l-iBhi lnC hc::17 te.r:ks irr bc'r;;',rc,::r us. Ti:c t:'.rl:s l:r::nc;ioa sl-o';ily foi','lct'd,
rlI ihcrl nacai::: gr.::rs cir:ttoril^,g :s ','Ic ral-l;ct1 slotvl;' for''i,ura ivi-,n tircn.
Ti,:rc','ras :l big di:ci: th: J:;s ;ior,: :rrdi::g i:, .:.:.,i','"'hc;i',to c:lrc ul,'on i'r.
our icnlis l-o'," thcr,: ;ia';c ii :lii|: t.:.o 27ni:: g.i:ts. Lo-oi::-ng in;o iht oi;cr
a t'r'hii': l: ter , :.'tr,--'r E:r','r Ceac Jals rriicd i;ro n:l.d ;hrcc irigit , iusi ls. ;ilc;t
had. faIlcr.. '.'ii :','c:-.: c:l , :.il :C'..' '-;:rc ihon '.,rc r'?t: irto s::ipcrs :'-:rici-i '..':r:,
quicx)-y c,-li ic';J:}. ',ie :Ov::lccC i:lio : ccconut ,,pci.c :;3 fiol.: a eii:.:-
bul-Iei.: J:p *llc i':np c:ug::t ci i'lrc an.j. cva.rl- 5 cr lC:li:;ut;s i-;','.'r-i,;lc,
cxpiod.o. ';lc ind io pjss j.; io ccrlti::.u.c on to cur objec'r;ivc sD sficl'
I'lh:i','rc ihou.5ht .tns ihe L:st of 'r,ha e:.polsicns';le hrrric,f or-, ',Tc;','::"c
o,nly:bout l:i fi, frcn:.t'.'rhc:i tac d.:nn tirilg blc''r up a3cil. iic:ir
,t..^;--^ r.t+^,--:; ^r'! i -, '^1r* o \:.-,.in ry ri rn,r ,'l r.,,r nr'i:: i r,nhiq :t j::S-i,4uU...,..iu-]qivr,..rvfU..l:iJ,Uui,'ii]({..-.:.l^,,:JvUl-,-.]v.r.l-Ja]:U:lUJ.UqvoU.1

::i -"1:C ::f il:: nCl:-J iO nJ. :,i, ,i-i; ECi;ib :i: t" lC:; :r::t::ilil i::-:, -,.'_

J-.J'JI6 :rcu:ri :i.C h:rdcc for thr bc:ch ' oujr i:st ob jecii-rc. fharc ',vi:s
a r: il-io:t tl.:cI: ';ic :r:.C ro pasi, o'JCr , t;lc;: fron i lirc c:r io thc oc.::'--: ;.';

'rI-.s i-l?-\cr'! 'c,-.:'."1i:r. ihc bc:c::...'::l occ-.:r'.'Ias in f':11- ;.'i.r'.'i Lc-.,', :s =,'IC'.',r,:;ir
(.,rj. Li..; ...-..;- ;;;.*. 

-aL^-^ '-.s ,-.:ioil::: .T:.! "'::::' .'-:.': ir:.rr th+- h,^,:,;cl: c.rd
:t tcc c:un:i ol f :.re ard s::i -,-',C c:c_o1o.1i:lg. ,.'c L::r. i o'.::' -:,-cs oi- th,
beach ar{ :l: r:I c suiien'.'rc .sl :','r titrcc Ji,.ns rulri::g -l:',n :e. I i.orr?t
ihir:'k ihero '..,'^siiri clc oi- us il::r ii"l::ri f irc :i -.iicr-'-. Cui ;::i:s I't:ach.;l-
sl r'r':l r, Inr-.J- -'i -,cr.i r .1 q rrr. fn', |;;.rCg -'.l3n:i SiiC. ,l: liOi *.O ::iC bC-:Cifarf:r! qL,

'- nA f'^:'- -l +: - 'i-..::r i.J,,i*ru i,i:,j e!;c :::a ri.ug hic:ou-r,s in t:rc 'sl:.]:a oi l,.i:. ;c::ch. i fc-.'r

cf us co';,:rl.l ::.ch ::clr i:i ihc i-.:.i:, fii':::3 i::.to ihcr-i';.'rin oul irilis'
1'hc one I:r:s fuire i:1 .;re hceri:.n cxpoisict:. of : J:I li:rlii' g:'an'--ritc.
Evid clili' tli.'; J:!, i-:i 'r,i:.elc 1i:ic'.'., ii; h:a nO cnoicc in ',,ho ntlitcr. -SOnc cf
the Japs sir:.::. oui to thc cor:1 rccfs rig''t or'f ihc beech, an'f, or:r t:;llis
sprLy,:o "i-:,:r-'.';i'1;h:-'.c:.i::c .:;;l liri. Thc -:::l'li1 : rcod job:t ti::s spci
:s lcr.a i:ps iir;:rci rl:.,: berci :l:,1 ooiic '.;;t: flc.:: iiliE ci: c;rc -.',':.rur ::c:t
thc shorc. ,Te reccivri ordcrs:.:r hcul cr so L'..rter to Cig in *u':c'rc on
ihe j:rcr,ch f,-r: icc ::i:-:t. '.j}c '-.r-r:c ur.:::! :x:Ioi,:.1 nci',' tn,l then :i:d r/J trII
got bchind :;:ccs cr jrii illc d:.cll c:clr. ri;lc it ',li:. I Cur ilt -,vit': : n:rinc
ih.rt ni.sht -.;r.c cil't:-e.1. ': ts.rR. As aI'.,."-:;;s, '.'ic L:cpi i,".'lo hcu-r' lv:.tchc,-s llt
cr.ch ic:il:ol:. .,j;,..'.; i? cr cl_,:cl: ii -.r:.s !:,i' rri:'::. ';c ;c cn '.'l:-r,ch. 'iilillc l:i:c
n:rinc i ';:r: ;li;i ;o; :. couplr: hcur*c s..-u:r-^. 'ar,: r-cr-r..r i:).:. 1;cc:i bc::ilc
us kcpt i,hl:;lir3 il-:-:1.rts uD c1.:'cl.:r' i'31,'I n:-nutcs, i i'l-:::e l-it up i:; ll:'; skv
and I r,'l::teh,:l tlnc shorr; line. 'lIii;ein : scco::ds tirre, i savr t'iio J.Es
crccpi:rg ric','i',: tire ccr,cii. I pjci:ci up n;'flicris ts,.IR a:.i fircd c,ri:olc
r'ragizlitc ol :n:o r.i tlien, I di.dr:r t sl,:'cil illc rc.nelr-Jcr' of th:t lrig.4t
thlnkilg tb:.t if t crc :,,;cr. J-'-:ps oui i:: frcnt of irs I ',';or.iiC:-i't wi::t .bc

gct ny thrc'.t cut'irhilc slccl-.ilrg. Thc rcxi norri:lr;'.'JC gor out of our
fcxholc ,'l:r-d '.'rcnt .l,oln to thc 'rr:'.tci: to scl if i ;:ct tIc 'i',rro Jacs f firc,l -

:t tl::: t :.iilt. i'; '.':.s lt:i4 tc lel} , :.s '.'.'::i:^, i.rr-: :oi tc ';l:t ::',:: t,ilr:
'1eir bi:t)r:.rc, :.-.:.C i':;':; :t.lra .rlr::'.,'!;, scr';tr.t.:i :l.l c':i.i -,:)c ;I:lc,-:. But
undcr : piccc of tir e wormdcd Jap'i;as l:i'ing and .;rc slo,;lly approgcitcd
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i:j-n. iJc got vrith.li a fcw fect fron hin :,rhcn hc r:llscd up cnd hluicd
off ulth a g:enad.e at us. Ii'.r:ls a dud. nna cid.n?t cxplodc. iTe both
fired at hin, scnC':rg hir": bcck t,o his:nccstcls. ,Ic staircd at thc

'bc:ch thcrc i'or i courlc of days anc then -,re got i'ior'l ihe+" thc islanq
',vas offi-ciaI:y seclred.. '.Tc ih:i: reir:rneq to o,rr old ca.n:: a;.e: ncei
thc bclch hospi.trrl. Tho b:riiI.: fo:..Sai-r:n',.,ras ovcr, :icr,,r rcpl,:cc.nrcats
r:f n:riros \ttore ccning il tc. i:.kc tae pleccs cf i.taiincs tirl.t feli j.;l
tction. Anc:hcr isI:n.C. tal:cn, but orrr job '.,'ns:it t d.c::c .,ict, lc:. eitc:..
a f elT ,lx...g -ng+ , i,'i) :,icrc sciic,,r.'.i]a.l tc =rl:e alothcr l:nd.i:tg, r,hJ i:1.,:-':1.
- 6 fiT.:? 1ri
OI IJ-:'ll-Jlr'l .
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??? -E E:TfLI 10ft llii'iI]li'j1r

For abcu.t ar. lfci-tr oii so'uher"e'i;he islands irere oxt of sight co::t-,:ietely"
r'riier n*ch anxious Yiaitin,, '',aie arrived on tlie far sicte of Tiiiian. 0"r
:te-,'r Lt. cal-le0 us tclqe'birer on tcp si.de and exi:Ia.ine,1 Lo us lirllet ','ie r.rere

tc,1o i1 {he fal<e lend.ing'citai,,'le'jIere'bo null oa the Japs. The higgi-ils
coats'rrere'bc pull up along side of tire traas-,-rorts anrl -r,'e:vez'e t: assinu-
Late 1::Olnq ui: a:rd dO-',Et't tile caliio nets tO i1i,,e ihe allpealance, ii' the Ja:,s
wei.e,satchinq r-1s, ihrough fiel,i rrlesses, titat irooits :,',Ieire :oi.lry il 1;o:l.alle
an assaufi landlng" ,ie ca::riei1 ii:is al-l ii-rou,.:h, and,jrheii rlie sigual 

",msp:iveri tne iii3alns boats }:eadeC for sbcre. Tn tir.e ineaniime, :';hile all this
,rias har:]:ening, ori:'ciesl;ro;,.ers vlere iir cl-ose t(-i the siroie blesi;::ie all 61r,ns
:i i:re islald. 1i'lras lii;e l'raic:linat tl:e mlcle la:rciiirr: o.lerat:crt f::on a

l:alcc::;r sea'-l , as cult iraiislcr'ts ';'Ier3 close enour:ir -r,c i.ti','e ils : ':ooii viSw
]'er,u.ilt !n tl:e ran€ie Of fire. As -,ge walCtred, ti',e Jatrs 'iref.e ar]s7r61-ing tO
il:e oesi;ro-:,ierE ;luns, ald i;his ore ;ra:"ticu1a:' destrcl/er rras 5etting a ba:'-r"agc
of Jap ccastal gr.;:r fire. Y r:ri couid. see1,he shells l-anding all arouni ti,e
s--i1.,, se.rdia_a s;cc:,:.ts cf ila'l,er in l-ilr..h col..rntts rvliere ti;e;, Landeo in the
:'i-:ter, 1'le Jairs frilail;. rici i re dLesiro:iers llar'-e, aud oi:e sirelr Ianded cn
:- ';s fair bail- " i:e des'irolrer fias o:: -iire, and 'i;o get :ui cf tltei:: :'an:e cf
6,lr-n fire, she.rui1e,4- ou., do',,ra ilie coas'i;. Si1lI silolte cal:e from rts fa:-.iai-i,,
i.r-i"L iil-rsi 1ilae1]. Lj,e c:':r',' on l-.oai'C uriir: i; l-il.e ille i-,,"aa of the Ja!s sccriri'.l:
a l:1 i ::r +;l.eri., atti ijre .lesircyer s'.,[i.]r6i a:ro--rni, i:rcaciside anc ]et alJ.i tlieir
::'Lurs i.rc *t t.l:e Japs" At]. blie r,ari::.es aaci sailr:::s aboard ou,t 'brans: o:'t
l,'elled a:id al:plar:dei. iile irou iiear at a ball:,rar:re'!'dreil soloeone naiies a }cme
ill-n. E1r this iine the jriil3;lps l:oats uere in close t.c [he snore, bui sc:re
of tlen nev€{' Cid qet bracii io ihe t:'::nsports, as tire Japs l-.i-tt a bar}a€le of
::'r1n fj.lte,iorrn^i r'Ji:en alisr,r 1,'sr.-';,rith1r -',ireit" I'€iur:e" iihile this fai'e lanriirig.
',,!as goii:g cil , rlie 4tli Dirrisicn:,'ras i:lii(lin.,i o:"'Ll:* cii:er siiie of Tinial .

lhey ssnl iir aenoliiicn riel fi::st ui:o l;lasiad an openinpr along riie ccrai
cllffs for trr:ops and tairlis-to Slei asj-rr:;::e" Or-u: ti:.:_:ltis lroiirs ret'.trlee to
i;he sliipe. a::'i xe 1ulled oui ag3lir-uo e,r,'ralt orCc-t:s icr oi;r dlvislcn tc la::d
:,;i:.ere';ire 4'bl: Iirris:-on r.'.rett-u iit, It'.,fas abou-t 8 otclccli'-il:at n1.'rhb. rlle si:n
iia'd. ;igil;: do'.i.ii1 , al,f ib';,ras dusli':,'jrel the crc.er over ihe pubiic aCdress s1,'sicrt
.riai::ei- cr:.'i: ii.i .prena-I"e 'co diseiti'carh" ',7s ',Ten-u a.l-l- 'i:ire ,;;a], in io i;iie shore
i-i:. iiigl:ins bca.-is, an,i -,r1e-it.,re se1, foc.t crl sirore'biirr 4iil C.irrisittii hacL tiiet
tl:.eir objecti.re -f,:r: iJ:"e rlai., a i:.alf crrcle of abrr-r'c a nj-Le cf Tirrial's
ccast, Jie :r'.llved iri and f it}ei ir-r a gap oil the i::o:ri l-i::.es" it was l.itci:
ilari:'i:1' L1ir,:';ir:ie ire aryived a'u'i;liai i:,1-riiit, ii.ili',,c si;ar.rrlL'r,':,:rr,. fo>:ltcl-es
lloLi:le ni3'J:'b" ii tool': -,-is l:lrEs 'e o ;ei i,ieir.:-'; 'i.r:,:, carthr s .';urface, a'.s 'Li:e

i.slalrl 1{as rosbi-',r 6; iiai-d cor:al " 'lir.ele lacj,l? t bi:ei. arl.v artii-ler"l' iire
frcr:,thc-bir'.rc 're lalded. sc:Je Flavc u-r--r ll ,r.inc cr-i:: r'oxholes anll'1eerler,
iir1ll;i.n;: ril.a i ii; ..ias1f i :recessa::;'. .ie sei'r,l eu ,j.rr,rn '[o ci,l-]r siial]c,;.' foxncles
.i'cr i;ir.c:li3iii; r,'il"[]1 f}r;; assi]ralrce iilai ?irian ?as r-'cia3 io be a push orrer
eoni:ired to Sa:-0,:n. I-;'..'aE Arolr.rc-t i o?cloc-i: thai nexi xlcililj.It:l -',le ai"]- d.efiti-
i-'.31--. cl:ar5ei or-,t rliaCs. jlic Ja-':s ope:red 'ii'r.;d,,tir art:-ller;. aitd rlortar fil'e,
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sirells lanr1ini1 el-1 ov"r our alea. i,ithori-i; a word i?oir an;.o:le, lse gpabe3

for or.rr L.icl:s irnd shovels, and the once iiar,l eo::al- bed ?te r$ei'e layin8 on
,1;esnt"t sqch a job afte::a-1]-, anr'L the dj-ri allt cc::a} cirme flyins ou"[ of them

as rre lu.g fo:: cleeper anrl slfer icxlir:l-t;s, Ti:.c rrlght air'rJes cooj, brr-t yotl
-*ouldntt be-l-icve 1i io ,$es ir.s s:.rca-L rvhiir,,.lie laJr ihere ersucjfo,l i:r our fox-'
f,;i;", i-roili"g ,:iri1 r:rr-,i--ii: ilruL !r.s,:c:I ,1 l'iorrlilnt-L; ianfl o:i iis. -itr'-?ef"o ba;tl:
r,vi-se fr.,:ri;. tl:e 'i;errif ic sh,*:11.1n.1 :iIe ;,riLnessefi, on Sriipan, brll: =::j;ilL.erlr vias
cur.lro::s'b::ioral- bit1]-,1err yoi-1 c,:L:idnrt clo an3'ihing aboub i'1, eirte;'b tcr lay
ilrerc and tal:;s it. As '1a-m cagie, tlre ar"L1l1-*ry iet up, atl.f iiy 1;|i3 ti.ue 1t
",yas llrihi out it ilari com31atetr-y ceased. r{e gpt or;t o:tl lr:,: 1'lxlrries -to rro.lL'..

r*fOr:nd And S-r,fgt0n, ?riien a Jai: iAa.Chine,gu-li o-:]encrl rl:; i:;n'L'rS -aIO::.-r near tty
t]:-13qr,cane fiel*' It ?las: Iikrr say!1a-j, 1tG']ot1 i'iorninl:, 9c1"s, .''''o:ri' stilI ]ier': ''
lir: rlOrre fOr cOVer in.ltrr fOXh.OlCS. .{:,vir;l; }ate:: }IC 1r1-i,0}1 or'l'gea:', and
iiiroved,,off back "io-ll:e ccesi, lrhere we replirced a eorl.pa':ry nf t;ilLia*s wh* l:.li'
bcon holdi.rg'i;hat poaition sinee they ]an'le{ tnc day hefore. ilh.e Jap
r:iacliine girn ihat firerl oit us curlier i:r thc norninp; diCnti: i:cihcr us r:Ihcr: i'i.

T:l?1_,,::ri,"Tlulortr,ot, 
they 

'ook 
off a::ci elraiL,lod tire:-r positio*; 

;-:r:-;;;,r;liev,rc tiris otlier company of marines, -"nrc had tgnk,s comc up a:ri
ou'b in lront of r-r-s, u" ir" irdvance0 dc.lm aiong tire cnasi. *Jitlrou-i; rneetini;
.,,ny oplosii;ion ttrai day, :Tn syr-ung around all l-ieaCeil lnlan'S, followinl up
i:r resr;rve fayLhc ne:tt, for.r da;'s' eoveri'ni'r.llerli inc-h af the ier::ain tl:at
::.ird alr;:ad...r bccn taheti ily ihc ach'a:ieed. t::lons ..r:ead ,-)I' us. 'irie: ou th:
scrrenth Jay thet -se harl becn cn Ti-nlaa r,r3 -1rero pu.f; ,:n ih+ front linos. ''iIe

sta:lted out carly thai::tr:raing:.rith ianLs aqain in front, of us, tiiei::
n=cnj.ne Euns cii,rt:bering gi',r&;r, Tir:1an ha'l a m-;mber of srrgar cane fiold"s on
1r. anq ;,;orr ccurd orl;r ssg Er f e'ir .fett i.rr frc:r"i: of you as uc advanced througj:
tjrem, About 4 ctc\oci- ii'r.:t 'f4i,-.i!{; w-:rc altnost ic cur objective, iirat bcin,'j
lhis ri,lg+ .alout 10,J ft. irl,g.iio Oii.r tan:'-;: coitlinr b go rrith l:s so rc a'oni
otl utl ih* ri*gc'iritliout '-ham, '.Tiren'irc 1:oi 'Lo tir: iop of i'L . tl-rere ir'Jlr:,; 'i;-l,rc

Jap coasta} gurrs'bia'b were i"ricc-crl ont, big:. shsll holcs being all overi;he
atica, .fc !:cpi; ri..rt on ajolng'fcl:Oss ii..c i'li: of iirs ridgo when tj:.e Japs
opened l-irg on us -;liih rfleenine ;,:,xr anf rliic fire. ive hil, i"l:+ C.cel- ai:-d. lci
theta liavc a taste ci sorn* cf our leat,' Bullets ,niriraed passed me as I lair
ti:ere firin,q and somu lriclr-r:d u;:. rir::t onl-3r lnglres from rae. iIy ccrporal 'a'as
e felr yearrls i:eirin.i i-,iri anrl T ]reard liin cr;,',:-ui" f turncC around to see
llin rolliitp: o1,,er en* olrer agAin an thc ..,-?{)r-j,nrL. hi-s r.,r;.,ole chesi covcrer-L','lith
blclod. ile jus"; kepl ]iollinE anti I ir-,rne* *::*u:td tr: sce Jeps comiirS'out of
a srlsar csnc ficld rt us, i: ri:achinc ;]un opcnrd up to ny righ1; and f kcpi
firing at tlosc JiLi;s ,,'r"o l.'rerc e*{lnE uil o:i ris. The ''iirt start*C to ,.icl:
up ero*n'l r:ir n{iain r;ur f iocii tf'f f';r'a shi,ll iro}c to ra:kc co"rer. f 'gas
rig:-r* on ttre ..:dgl of i:.: i,ihen 1f;:l-t ihis br:ri:in1 scilse';lc:r roin';'th.rori::h
ny hip, anC -ih* fo:'cc; of 1,i:e bull-ei ihr*a nii in'[o i]rc, shcll irolc. ?;rcre
lr-cre i;1;o e:tl:cr rn-:-incs in this rro1o, otro i1ar-l bcen shc'i, ti:ro',-rgli t?re l:iand.
Th* o'i;h*r rnariric -it;oj:" out iris i':iife and rilpcd my pants lcg opcn, and -i:ook

ri-1.r'fir:sb ai.d. 3ou-+h oi'f rny btlt anrl band*,3r:tr Ur,e qrou.ntl in rry hip. 'i'he l:Iootl
purcil out anil I fc.ib m;;self blacl.- out cl,curlr fclr mian:,tcs" I held tlic iraldar-
close ic the ucrind 'io s'coli i;*: bleef,i,l8' T-i;'c marin: that trasntt '.'roitrdcd
said h.erd mal1i, a rr.:n fr::'ii alO s:e if h,; cor:lcl $ct a corps$an. -:ie ran
ir,r a p]-r"1l 1io1.; b*hj.:r-{ r:s bui; i:.e.:.'cllcd ir; riic tirattherc lrasnti a cor}suan
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thai lvasntt bus3,. i lyas nr:w oui ln the frcnt Linc, as ih=. r'cst of m.y

coripany rnovcd back io take corr,:r in shcll holes, ancl the Japs a::rd I'hrincs
wc::c frring ovcr i;l:c shcll irole I'.,'ras in. I'iolcl this orhcr marine th.-.t
hc sho:-rld maLe a run for i.t, as hc'iras bleeding a lot too, Aftcr hc left
I tooi; off all rry eqiriprn-ent and lriatcd fcr a chance to cra,;l bacli r';'sclf.
I','vaited. till it aas oark as ltci have a bciior chancc iiian tryi-ng to drag
nysclf -nack in oay }ight. Tl..c firing let up *n,1 ii'1re-" dirk no'i,'an,i I
st*rted oui;. I cr:ar.'rled on rEy hands and one hree, drap:ging my othor lcg,
afihcuAh I couldn't do much cfsc, as m.1,r 1eg had gonc numb. A cotrple of
fcll-:s froril my platoon sayr me coming and lrs]1sd for mc to crawl ovcr to
rshcrc thc:r i,"rcro, r,'Then I COt thcrc they sssshed out and pu}lsd. nc in the
siiell holc. Tirere $,ras a rn:rine thore from our platoon iTiih a walliic tallllc
anci he radioed 6hek for streicirer bearers to take ms out, l'Ihen the-ir arrivac-l
f vras i:ut on the s'trctchcr and takc'r dol'm to a jeep, r,.ihieh evacuated mc to
iho beach hospitarl. This timc f kncw that my fighting days rrerc ovcr, ard
I vms-iai;cn off thc island by plane and evacuated to Satpan, t'hcre I stairccr
for tlro d.ays, a splint was lut on my leg, and sfter they iook x-rrys and
founC ny leg brokcn, I vras cvaeuatcd a€gin b], nlane to ihc hlarsha]-l Islaad.
f :rras ihcre for fcur days rcstiirg up and then on anothcr olane vrhich tcck
rec tc Gu:dalcanal iieval Hospital. Tney set iny lcg and pui mc in a pl::stcr
east end turo riccks latcr an lrmy ship arrived and I -..oas t:kcn back to thc
United. Stetes. l?heil rrc d.ockcd ltr San Francisc,:, a band pl::ycd fol r:+ R{
1,?c werc talicn off tirc slLip and p,-rt in:','raitj-a.r arnb..flances. ],,rv firs.$i
ri.osliiat i:r thb Statcs was Oailand l*vi.l flostltal.- -,3 s,:oir as f
assiiincd bo a ward, I aslicd. for a pencil and paper, and I -+rrote out a:
telcgram to i':,othrcr and Dad. Ti:c ncxt day I rcccivcd an ansri,ror from iliem
sa;,ris* tliat ti:ey !?cri,- ovcrjol'cd xith the nsws of r:ry return to i;hls country,
?hc Elizaboth Journal caruicd tirc storlr of -rrjrat hat-lpcnod io mo thcse ].ast
fcw nonths. *in olcl selrool frienC. of minc b1; i;he name of Fielcn Scharff,
r,'Ilio ','Ias in 'birc liIA-\fES wiis st:ltioncd at th:t iimc in thc Oalrland ldaval -su-pply
&;sc, and rcad of n5r bcing in Oakland. iiosrltal. Hclcn contaccd. mc anC for
ihc thrcc rnontirs ilra'u I ','ras tirerc in Clrlifornia, shc and anoihcr i,IA\fE, Jane
Snidcr, rrisited. nre t'uricc or Inorc a vreek. f sl:aLl al'ira..s bc indcbtcd to tlicm
for :iraking the roed to recolrarl/.- an cas]: cnc for mc. Tire i{avy Dcpartmcn-i; put
out an ord.cr.'r,,lj:ieh s'bated tl:.at anSrgnc r,,lounded ovcrscas 'llcrrld bc scnt to a
hospltal nca.r: thcir liorac. f u=s trensf:rrcd an Thanlrsgi'rri-ng Dai. from i;he
'rTest Co:st thorc 'bo ihc St. A1-cans i{avcl l{osi:iia1 , Lon4 Island , I\Tcw -forl;.
Sincc thcn lrTc colic : Ion-: rila::r ln recovcrjr, frorr: lrheclehair to eru-tciics, a
eane for atnhilc, till nolv r,Thorc f ar,r g.:cing arorurd un::iilcd. f vras tncn tr:-uls-
fcrycd to thc Sca G:ir Conva}:secnt I{os-'?it:l on Concli Is}ald, Nc1.I Yoriirlr;lrcrc
a reh:bllit:tion DTo€ftrm is gir,'cn'bo fr,irthcr our r)ro.c,rcss of rcecrrcrjr. A
riicdicll dibch::rSc *.,raits mc, i"n$ aftcr thrcc )'CrI.; rn.l. tltesc rcmainir:g r*onti:.s
in tire lErinc Corps, I shall rctr:rn to civihir ilfc, hnowing that I;avc for
Lh.c pcace the world nov, cn jc;.rs.
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